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To Interested Persons:

OnJuly 9, 2026, the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board held a special meeting
to consider the impact of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in National Republican
Senatorial Committee v. Federal Election Commission (NRSC v. FEC) on the Board’s
enforcement of Minnesota statutes Chapter 10A.

In NRSC v. FEC the Court concluded that federal limits on political parties' coordinated
expenditures with candidates are unconstitutional, citing a violation of political parties’
First Amendment rights. For state elections, the limit on political parties’ coordinated
expenditures for a candidate is found in Minnesota Statutes section 10A.27, subdivision 2.
This statute limits the aggregate amount of cash and in-kind contributions that a state
office candidate may receive from political party units and terminating state candidate
committees in a given two-year segment of an election cycle.

Impact on Candidates and Party Units: After taking written and in-person public
testimony on the issue, the Board concluded that the Court’s decision in NRSC v. FEC
applied to similar provisions in Chapter 10A. The Board directed staff to count monetary
contributions from political parties, and both monetary and in-kind contributions from
terminating candidate committees, when applying the aggregate political party
contribution limit. The value of in-kind contributions, including approved expenditures,
from political party units will not be included when calculating the aggregate political party
contribution limit.

Other Issues: The Board notes that approved expenditures on behalf of a candidate are
also counted as campaign expenditures by the candidate’s campaign. If the candidate
signed the public subsidy agreement, then the candidate’s committee has a campaign
spending limit. Public subsidy candidates should closely monitor approved expenditures
and other in-kind contributions from political party units to ensure that the committee does
not exceed the applicable spending limit.

The Board further notes that the NRSC v. FEC decision provided that federal statutes
against earmarking contributions and circumvention of contribution limits could be used to

prevent individuals from exceeding contribution limits to candidates by routing
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contributions to candidates through a political party. Minnesota has a prohibition on
earmarking, and a political party may not solicit or accept a contribution with the express
or implied condition that a contribution be directed to a particular candidate. Minnesota
law also prohibits attempts to circumvent contribution limits by redirecting a contribution
through another individual or association. Violation of either statute is a gross
misdemeanor, and the Board may also impose a civil penalty of up to $3,000.
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