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Subject: Review of changes to campaign finance and public disclosure laws enacted in 2026.

The changes to statutory provisions administered by the Campaign Finance and Public
Disclosure Board are found in 2026 Minnesota Laws, Chapter 101, signed by Governor Walz on
May 18, 2026. Except for a provision dealing with the campaign disclaimer on outdoor signs,
and a data classification provision that became effective on May 25, 2026, all of the provisions
of the bill became effective on May 19, 2026.

Additionally, 2026 Minnesota Laws Chapter 92, article 1, section 2, signed by Governor Walz on
May 14, 2026, modifies the definition of “public official” found in Minnesota Statues
section 10A.01, subdivision 35, effective January 1, 2027.

The following is a review by subject area of the sections in Chapters 92 and 101 that are under
the Board'’s jurisdiction.

Public Information — Data Privacy

Chapter 101

The legislation makes several changes to the requirements to file street address information
with the Board, and changes the classification and availability of street address information that
is still required. If a change to the requirements to file data, or the classification of data, is
specific to a particular program the amendment will be covered in the discussion of the program.
Changes in the legislation that apply across multiple programs are reviewed here.

Section 1 Adds a definition for “Address” in Minnesota Statutes section 10A.01, subdivision 1a.
The term “address” is used throughout Chapter 10A, and this definition clarifies that the term
means the complete mailing address, including the zip code. The section further provides that
an individual may use either the individual’s business address or home address when required
to provide an address on a document filed with the Board, and that an association’s address is
the business address of the association.

This section mirrors the language that was used to define “Address” in Minnesota Rules, part
4501.0100, subpart 2. This administrative rule is repealed in Section 32 of this bill.

Section 4 Adds a definition for “Street Address” in Minnesota Statutes section 10A.01,
subdivision 36a. The term “street address” is used throughout Chapter 10A, and this definition
clarifies that the term means the name or number of the building, the name of the street on
which the building is located, and any unit number.

Section 5 Expands the scope of data privacy provided in Minnesota Statutes section 10A.02,


https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2026/0/Session+Law/Chapter/101/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2026/0/92/laws.1.2.0

subdivision 11b. The Board provides online electronic filing systems for the Campaign Finance,
Lobbying, and Economic Interest Statement programs. This section clarifies that data stored in
a reporting application is not government data until it is filed as a report with the Board. The
section clarifies that this section applies to any individual who uses an electronic filing system,
and not just to a treasurer entering data for a campaign finance report.

Section 6 Amends Minnesota Statutes section 10A.02, by adding subdivision 11c. The
subdivision classifies most street address information on reports or statements filed with the
Board as either nonpublic data or as private data on individuals as defined in Minnesota
Statutes section 13.02. There is an exception that leaves the street address listed within the
real property section of an economic interest statement as public data if the property is not used
as a residence for the public official or the official’s immediate family. (See Sections 12 and 13
in the review of changes that impact the economic interest statement program.)

The subdivision provides that street address information is generally only accessible to the filer
of the report or statement, and to the subject of the data. However, street address data is
available to the Board, a county attorney, or a political subdivision that may need the data to
ensure compliance with Chapter 10A. Additionally, the street address for a candidate that is
contained on a report filed with the Board is available to the chair of the legislative party caucus
for the legislative office identified when the candidate filed for office. For example, the chair of a
legislative party caucus in the House may request a list of addresses of candidates who filed for
a House seat, or the chair of a legislative party caucus in the Senate may request a list of
addresses for candidates who filed for a seat in the Senate. The legislative party caucuses may
not distribute or publish the street addresses obtained from the Board for any purpose, and
must delete the data within 30 days of receipt.

Section 8 Adds a second subdivision to Minnesota Statutes section 10A.027. Subdivision 2
prohibits the Board from publishing on its website the street address disclosed on a report or
statement filed with the Board. The Board is authorized to modify and republish reports or
statements filed with the Board prior to May 19, 2026, in order to remove or redact street
addresses.

Section 30 Within seven days of the effective date of this section (May 25, 2026) the Board was
required to remove from the website all reports and statements required by the Campaign
Finance, Lobbying, and Economic Interest Statement programs. The Board must redact or omit
private and nonpublic data (street addresses) from each report or statement before reposting
the document to the website.

The section directs the Board to prioritize its work to first remove private or nonpublic data from
reports and statements filed on or after January 1, 2025. The Board is then directed to prioritize
removing private or nonpublic data from reports and statements filed on or after January 1,
2022, and before January 1, 2025. Within those date ranges the Board is directed to work on
reposting reports and statements in the following order:

1. Reports and statements from candidates;

2. Reports and statements from party units;

3. Reports and statements from political committees and funds, including independent
expenditure and ballot question committees and funds;

4. All other reports, statements, and filings for the economic interest statement and
lobbying programs.



The Board must complete modifying all reports in a category before reposting any reports or
statements for that category. After the Board completes reposting reports and statements filed
on or after January 1, 2025, for all four categories, it must then work to repost reports filed on or
after January 1, 2022, in the same category order.

The Board must have all reports and statements filed on or after January 1, 2022, modified to
remove private or nonpublic data within six months of the effective date of this section
(November 16, 2026). Reports and statements filed before January 1, 2022, must be modified
and reposted by January 1, 2028. If the Board is unable to meet these deadlines it must report
that fact to the chairs and ranking minority members of the legislative committees that regulate
campaign finance policy and explain the issues that prevented compliance with this section.

Board Investigations

Chapter 101

Section 7 When the Board receives a complaint alleging a violation of Chapter 10A, or of a
provision in Chapter 211B that is in the Board’s jurisdiction, the Board chair makes a prima facie
determination as to whether the complaint states a violation that will go forward to a probable
cause determination by the full Board, or is dismissed. This section amends Minnesota Statutes
section 10A.022, subdivision 3, by giving the Board chair new authority to immediately dismiss a
complaint if the chair determines that the complaint is frivolous, was filed for the purpose of
harassment, or is duplicative of facts and allegations that were previously submitted in a
complaint and resolved by the Board.

Campaign Finance

Chapter 101

Section 2 amends Minnesota Statutes section 10A.01, subdivision 26, paragraph (a),

clause (29), which provides a noncampaign disbursement category for expenses related to the
security of a candidate. The noncampaign disbursement category is modified in three ways.
First, the total amount of committee funds that can be spent is increased from $3,000 to
$10,000 during a two-year election cycle segment. Second, the category is expanded to include
the purchase, installation, and maintenance of structural security devices. Third, the category is
expanded to include payments for “security services” which is defined in section 3 of the
legislation.

Section 3 amends Minnesota Statutes section 10A.01 by adding subdivision 35d. The
subdivision defines “security services” to mean threat assessments, security guards, or guest
screening services needed to address specific security concerns for a public official, or a state
or local candidate.

Security services must be provided by a state or local law enforcement agency, or by an insured
vendor that is licensed by the Board of Private Detective and Protective Agent Services. The
subdivision also provides limits on security services. Security services may not be purchased
from a relative, or a business owned by a relative of the candidate. The security services must
be purchased at fair market value, and any devices or personnel providing security services
must not display or engage in campaign activity.



Section 14 modifies Minnesota Statutes section 10A.20, subdivision 3, which provides the
content required in campaign finance reports. Reports do not need to provide the street
address of state or local candidates, political party units, or political committees and funds to
which contributions were given, or the street address of state or local candidates regarding
whom independent expenditures were made.

Section 15 amends the contribution limit for political parties provided in Minnesota Statutes
section 10A.27, subdivision 2. The amendment provides that the cost of an in-kind contribution
of security services from a political party unit to a candidate does not apply to the political party
contribution limit. However, the value of the in-kind contribution for security services does count
towards the $10,000 noncampaign disbursement limit for security services during a two-year
election cycle segment (see section 2).

Section 16 clarifies that if a candidate pays for the security related goods and services detailed
in the noncampaign disbursement category for candidate security with personal funds those
expenditures do not count as a contribution to the candidate’s committee and are not reported
as a campaign expenditure or noncampaign disbursement.

Section 17 amends Minnesota Statutes section 10A.275, subdivision 1, so that security
services provided by a political party unit to three or more state or local candidates qualifies as a
multicandidate political party expenditure. Multicandidate political party expenditures do not
count as a contribution to any candidate.

Section 25 modifies the requirements for the campaign material disclaimer found in Minnesota
Statutes section 211B.04, subdivision 1. The disclaimer should be substantially in the form of
“Prepared and paid for by (name of entity), (address).” The address may be either the entity’s
mailing address, an actively monitored email address, or the entity’s website if the website
contains the mailing address or email address.

Section 26 modifies the requirements for the disclaimer on independent expenditures provided
in Minnesota Statutes section 211B.04, subdivision 2. The address for the entity that prepared
and paid for the independent expenditure must either be the entity’s mailing address, or the
entity website if the website contains the mailing address or the email address for the entity.

Section 27 amends Minnesota Statutes section 211B.04, subdivision 3, by removing a cross
reference to a repealed statute.

Section 28 provides direction on the size, duration, and location of campaign material
disclaimers by modifying Minnesota Statutes section 211B.04, subdivision 5. The amendment
provides:

1. Adisclaimer provided on written material, (other than an outdoor sign, website, or social
media page) must be printed in no smaller than 8-point font in black text, or in color text
that is in high contrast, on a white background.

2. Disclaimers on websites and social media must be clearly legible without manual
adjustment or magnification by the user.

3. Audiovisual advertisements must display the disclaimer for a minimum of four seconds
at the end of the advertisement.

4. Advertisements that only consist of audio must contain a disclaimer that is delivered at a



volume, speed, and cadence that can be easily understood.

5. For signs that are smaller than two feet by three feet, the disclaimer must be printed in
12-point font or larger and provided in black text, or in color text that is in high contrast,
on a white background.

6. For signs at least two feet by three feet but not larger than four feet by eight feet, the
disclaimer must be at least one inch tall and printed in black text, or in color text that is in
high contrast, on a white background.

7. For signs larger than four feet by eight feet, the disclaimer must be at least six inches tall
and printed in black text, or in color text that is in high contrast, on a white background.

The requirements for disclaimers on signs apply only to signs printed on or after January 1,
2027. Signs printed prior January 1, 2027, that do not meet the new standards may continue to
be used.

Economic Interest Statement

Chapter 92

Article 1 Section 2 amends Minnesota Statutes section 10A.01, subdivision 35. This
subdivision defines who is a “Public Official” and is therefore required to file an economic
interest statement (EIS) and is covered by the gift prohibition in Minnesota Statutes section
10A.071. The amendment provides that the newly created position of inspector general, and
employees of the Office of the Inspector General, are public officials.

The effective date of this section is January 1, 2027.
Chapter 101

Section 12 amends the disclosure of real property on the economic interest statement (EIS)
required in Minnesota Statutes section 10A.09, subdivision 5. The street address of real
property must still be listed on the EIS (excluding homestead property), but if the official certifies
that the official or the official’s immediate family lives on a permanent or temporary basis at the
property, and there is a reasonable fear for the safety of the individuals residing at the property,
then the street address is private information which will not be available to the public.

Section 13 amends Minnesota Statutes section 10A.09, subdivision 5b, which provides the
form of the EIS statement for public officials who are a supervisor of a soil and water
conservation district, a manager of a watershed district, or a member of a watershed
management organization. This section provides that the public officials who file the EIS
required by this subdivision may also certify that the official or the official’s immediate family
lives on a permanent or temporary basis at real property disclosed on the statement, and there
is a reasonable fear for the safety of the individuals residing at the property, in which case the
street address is private information not available to the public.

Section 32 repeals Minnesota Statutes section 10A.09, subdivision 9. This subdivision
provided that the Board could, for good cause shown, waive the requirement that an official
disclose the address of a secondary address on an EIS.



Lobbying
Chapter 101

Section 9 amends the information reported by a lobbyist on gifts provided to public or local
officials, as required in Minnesota Statutes section 10A.04, subdivision 4. The lobbyist must
report the officials name, title, and government jurisdiction for which the official serves, for each
gift with a value of $5 or more. The lobbyist is no longer required to provide the address of the
public or local official.

Section 10 modifies and clarifies the expenditures that are included in the annual report of
lobbyist principals as provided in Minnesota Statutes 10A.04, subdivision 6. First, the
amendment provides that the principal report includes the amount paid to finance professionals
who work on behalf of the principal to obtain conduit financing through a political subdivision.
Second, the amendment removes ambiguous language that implied that a principal only
reported the cost of staff when the staff worked on grassroots lobbying. The calculation and
reporting of staff salaries and administrative overhead that support lobbying activities is
provided for in existing language later in the statute.

This section also repeals the requirement that a principal report the cost and vendor information
for certain advertisements used to urge members for the public to contact public or local officials
to influence official actions (grassroots lobbying).

Section 11 creates Minnesota Statutes section 10A.067, which requires a disclaimer on paid
advertisements used to urge the public to contact public or local officials to influence a
legislative or administrative action, or the official action of a political subdivision (grassroots
lobbying). The disclaimer is only required on paid advertisements, only a principal that is
required to file an annual report with the Board is required to apply a disclaimer on a grassroots
advertisement, and a disclaimer is not required for communications between an association and
its membership.

The disclaimer must identify the principal responsible for the advertisement, and provide either a
phone number, actively monitored email address, or website address that can be used to
contact the principal. The size, duration and location of the disclaimer is provided, and mirrors
the requirements for campaign material disclaimers provided in Minnesota Statutes section
211B.04. A principal that fails to provide the disclaimer is subject to a civil penalty of up to
$3,000.



